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Center Hill Lake not being lowered as reported

NASHVILLE, TENN. (December 16, 2006) — The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville,
District will maintain the lake level of Center Hill Lake, near Lancaster, Tenn., at elevation 623.5
and no longer lower the lake to elevation 618 due to muddy discharges.

“Based on observed conditions at Center Hill Dam, we have a high confidence level that
the muddy discharges we saw upstream were the result of wave action,” said Barney Dauvis,
chief, Engineering-Construction Division, Nashville District. “This wave action was not evident
at the time we were drilling. The lake was at a lower level than it had been in sometime and
there was a layer of sediment that released when waves came upon it and it looked like it was a
muddy discharge. On Thursday when it coincided with the timing of the drilling, it was a
phenomenon we could not explain until today with no drilling going on we saw the action
repeated at a lower lake level. We are confident that these were made by wave action on the silt
layers at the lower levels of the lake.”

The release of water at the dam will be stopped this evening and the water level of the
Caney Fork River should return to normal levels overnight with no lasting impacts to recreation.
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