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SUBJECT:  Use of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Mooring Facilities 
 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has provided federal mooring facilities at various locations 
throughout the Nashville District.  These facilities are identified on the Cumberland and 
Tennessee River Navigation Charts.   
 
The purpose of the mooring facilities located in or near the approaches to navigation locks is to 
facilitate the safe passage of traffic through the locks.  Mooring facilities located outside the lock 
approaches are for use by navigation traffic (primarily towing industry) for the safe and efficient 
passage of traffic along the District’s waterways. 
 
To use federal mooring facilities, vessel operators are required to contact the lock nearest their 
position by marine radio or telephone and advise the lockmaster of their intention to use the 
facility.  The vessel operator must provide the lockmaster with his vessel’s name, number of 
loaded and empty barges and an estimate of the time the vessel will be using the facilities.  The 
lockmaster or his designee will then determine if it is acceptable for the vessel to do so.  The 
vessel operator must also contact the lockmaster when they depart the facility. 
 
Any vessel or tow moored to a federal facility is required to moor with a minimum of two (2) 
lines.  One line must be secured to the upstream facility and, when possible, the second line must 
be secured to the downstream facility.   
 
Fleeting on a federal mooring facility is prohibited.  Fleeting is defined as the assembling of 
barges to create a new tow or the moorage of barges at a specific location without an attendant 
towboat.  Barges should never be left unattended at any federal mooring facility. 
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Regulations for the use, administration, and navigation of the navigable waters of the United 
States are prescribed in Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 207.300.  They are also 
set forth in the “Blue Book” and printed on Sheet F through Sheet H in the Tennessee River and 
Cumberland River navigation chart folios.  These regulations charge the lockmasters with the 
control and management of federally constructed mooring cells.  Violations of these regulations 
are punishable as prescribed in Title 33, United States Code, Section 1.    
 
 
 
FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER: 
 
 
 
 

- original signed -  
 
       JEFFREY D. ROSS 
       Chief, Navigation Branch 
ARB      Operations Division 
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