
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At Brimstone launching ramp debris has been removed around 
the ramp for easier access.  Campers at Salt Lick Campground 
will enjoy the new volleyball court that was recently installed.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

BEARWALLOW GAP HIKING TRAIL 
 
For many nature lovers, there is no better way to enjoy the 
outdoors than a hike through the woods.   Cordell Hull Lake is 
fortunate to offer the Bearwallow Gap Trail, widely recog-
nized as one of the best hiking trails in Middle Tennessee.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cordell Hull Lake           
Lake Casts Spring 2007 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
 The Corps of Engineers is entered into a cooperative 
agreement with the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency (TWRA) to manage wildlife on public lands 
surrounding Cordell Hull.  At Cordell Hull selected 
lands are leased to farmers for growing soybeans and 
corn.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A certain percentage of the crop is left in the field.  
These food plots attract wildlife and make for better 
hunting opportunities.  The Corps of Engineers Re-
source Management staff also plants food plots strictly 
for wildlife.  These food plots range from warm-
season grasses, winter wheat, wildlife mix, corn, mil-
let etc.    

IMPROVEMENTS AROUND THE 
LAKE 

We constantly are trying to make improvements 
around the lake and strive to provide an even better 
experience for our visiting public. It has been another 
good year and this year’s improvements are sure to 
have a positive impact. New courtesy docks/floats 
have  been installed at horseshoe bend, sullivans bend, 
and buffalo access, this should prove to provide a bet-
ter experience for our boaters that launch in these ar-
eas. In Defeated Creek Campground electrical sites 
have been upgraded, new playgrounds installed, wid-
ening of the road around the dump station to ease traf-
fic constraints.   
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Campsites may be reserved through the 
National Recreation Reservation Service 
(NRRS) by  calling toll-free 1-877-444-
6777 or online at www.reserveusa.com.  
For more information, contact the Cordell 
Hull Lake Resource Manager’s Office at  
(615) 735-1034. 
 

WHERE CAN I LAUNCH 
MY BOAT? 

 
Cordell Hull is located in Smith and Jack-
son Counties, Tennessee, providing many 
opportunities for  trailer boaters to enjoy 
the lake without having to venture far 
from home.  
 
Boat ramps operated by the Corps of En-
gineers are conveniently located around 
the lake. Many are free, but some, in fee 
areas, charge a fee for launching. For fur-
ther information on lake access, contact 
the Resource Manager’s Office at  
(615) 735-1034. 

 

Launching is available at: 
 
Carthage Access (tailwater) 
Damsite left bank (tailwater) 
Defeated Creek (Day Use Area)* 
Buffalo 
Smith Bend 
Wartrace Creek (Day Use Area)* 
Brimstone 
Roaring River (Day Use Area)* 
Flynns Lick 
Whites Bend 
Martins Creek 
Sullivans Bend 
Horseshoe Bend 
*Indicates fee for launching 
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The trail offers panoramic overlook 
views of the lake, many diverse 
species of wildflowers and native 
wildlife, and breathtaking scenery 
at every turn from start to finish.   
The secluded trail runs 6.5 miles 
between the Overlook Recreation 
area and Defeated Creek Camp-
ground on Cordell Hull Lake and is 
considered moderate in difficulty.  
Come and experience the natural 
beauty of Cordell Hull Lake with a 
day on the Bearwallow Gap Trail! 

CAMPING ON  
CORDELL HULL 

 
   It’s Camping Season Again! 

 
Spring is finally here!  The warm 
temperatures and longer days mean 
that it is time to enjoy the outdoors 
again.  Cordell Hull Lake provides 
many opportunities for both indi-
viduals and families to enjoy their 
favorite outdoor activities such as 
boating, swimming, hiking and 
camping.  We have two great 

campgrounds that offer campers 
a variety of recreational opportu-
nities.  The campgrounds are 
listed below along with the ap-
proximate location, price range, 
and opening and closing dates 
for each. 
 
Defeated Creek Campground  

Location – Defeated community 
off of Hwy 85.   
Open- April 5th – October 28, 
2007.  
Price- $15 -$25 per night 
 
Salt Lick Creek Campground 

Location – Gladdice community 
off of Smith’s Bend Rd. 
Open – May 10 – Sep. 30, 2007 
Price - $15 - $25 per night 

VOLUNTEERS 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
many volunteers that have contributed their  time and 
efforts to our lake this past year.  Volunteers do make 

a difference!!  There are many more opportu-
nities for volunteering during the upcoming 
season.   Examples include: lakeshore cleanup, 
Park Host, Visitor Center, primitive camping 

work, trails, fisheries management and maintenance to name a few.  
Contact Park Ranger Stacy Bilbrey for more information at   
(615) 735-1034. 

Volunteer Clearinghouse 
 1-800-865-8337 
 Give a Helping Hand 

http://www.reserveusa.com/�
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Boat ramps are also available at the 
two marinas on the lake.  
 
Defeated Creek Marina 
Granville Marina 
 
  NEED INFORMATION? 

 
Do you need information on Cordell 
Hull Lake?  Check out the  Cordell 
Hull website at 
http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/op/c
or/rec/ information can also be ob-
tained by contacting the Resource 
Manager’s Office at (615) 735-1034. 
 

FISHERIES  
MANAGEMENT 

 
To improve fish habitat the Park 
Rangers at Cordell Hull Lake are 
placing Large Mouth Bass ‘Spawning 
Benches’ around the lake in an effort 
to improve bass populations for an-
glers who enjoy landing a big one. 
Construction materials consist of  
two twelve inch concrete blocks with 
a slab of wood wired on top. The 
bench offers the necessary shade 
needed during warmer months when-
female Large Mouth Bass are seeking 
out shady areas against the shoreline 
to nest on. Studies conducted by the 
Fisheries Department at Tennessee 
Tech concluded that by placing these 
benches in shallow water prior to the 
June spawn will greatly increase fish 
productivity. The benches are nor-

mally located in four to six feet of 
water and this is dependent on the 
shallow grade of Cordell Hull.  Last 
year Rangers placed 30 benches in 
areas of the lake where boat traffic 
was kept to a minimum, benches 
were placed along the shoreline 
near Defeated Creek, Wartrace, 
Two Prong and Horshshoe Bend. If 
you have an interest in helping to 
increase the bass populations or 
would like more information on our 
spawning bench program please 
contact Park Ranger John Derby at  
(615) 735-1034 
 

DAY USE AREAS 
 
Here at Cordell Hull lake we have 
three day use areas that offer swim 
areas, sandy beaches, volleyball 
courts, courtesy docks for boat 
launching, playgrounds and many 
other recreation opportunities. 
These areas are Defeated Creek lo-
cated in Smith County , Wartrace 
Creek and Roaring River Park lo-
cated in Jackson County.  Use fees 
are charged at these areas.  For this 
season, a flat fee of  $ 4.00 will be 
charged per vehicle, annual passes 
are also available for $30.00.  Fees 
will be charged from May 12 
through September 3. For more in-
formation, contact the Resource 
Manager’s Office at  
(615) 735-1034. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL PUBLIC 
LANDS DAY 

 
National Public Lands Day is the 
nation’s largest hands-on volunteer 
effort to improve and enhance the 
public lands American’s enjoy. In 
2006, over 100 volunteers at Cordell 
Hull did trail maintenance, built 
benches, painted graffiti and re-
moved trash . Join us Saturday, 
September 15, 2007 for the 14th 
annual National Public Lands Day 
and help us care for our land. Call 
Park Ranger John Derby at  
(615) 735-1034 for more  
information.  

 

http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/op/cor/rec/�
http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/op/cor/rec/�
http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/op/cor/rec/�
http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/op/cor/rec/�
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Resource Managers Office 
Cordell Hull Lake 
71 Corps Lane 
Carthage, Tennessee 37030 

CORDELL HULL 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT STAFF  

 

The Cordell Hull Resource Management staff  
welcomes questions and comments, so give them a call 
at (615) 735-1034.  
 
Resource Manager – Mark Herd 
Conservation Biologist – Kenny Claywell 
Environmental Protection Specialist – Travis Wiley 
Park Ranger – John Derby 
Park Ranger – Stacy Bilbrey 
Park Ranger (Co-op)- Aurora Scott 
Administrative Assistant – Lesslie Williams 
Civil Engineering Tech/Facility Manager - Bert Merritt  
Civil Engineering Tech – Ron Devlin 
Park Contract Inspector – Vacant 
 

CORDELL HULL FISHING INFO 
Cordell Hull offers anglers a multitude of fishing 
opportunities year-round. Call or stop by our office 
to obtain lake-specific fishing information. Daily 
fishing information, lake/tailwater elevations, and 

generation schedule 
can be obtained Mon-
day – Friday from the 
Cordell Hull Fishing 
Information Line at 
(615) 735-1050, or at 
the Cordell Hull web-
site.  Additional infor-
mation concerning 
weekend water release 

schedules can be obtained by calling the TVA at  
1-800-238-2264. The access code for Cordell  
Hull is 47. 
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